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Crews deploy in Wuhan, China, to disinfect public areas as Chinese health officials battle to contain the spread of co- 
ronavirus. China has reported nearly 10,000 cases with a death toll of 213, including 43 new fatalities reported today. 


U.N. AGENCY DECLARES 
A GLOBAL EMERGENCY 


State Dept. issues 
coronavirus advisory 
warning Americans 
not to travel to China 


BY KEN MORITSUGU 


BEIJING 

The U.S. advised against all travel 
to China after the World Health Or- 
ganization declared the outbreak ofa 
new virus that has spread to more 
than a dozen countries a global emer- 
gency. The number of cases spiked 
more than tenfold in a week, includ- 
ing the highest death toll in a 24-hour 
period reported today. 

The State Department’s travel 
advisory told Americans currently in 
China to consider departing using 
commercial means, and requested 
that all non-essential U.S. govern- 
ment personnel defer travel “in light 
ofthe novel coronavirus.” 

“Travelers should be prepared for 
travel restrictions to be put into effect 
with little or no advance notice. Com- 
mercial carriers have reduced or sus- 
pended routes to and from China,” it 
said. 

On Thursday night, the Uni- 
versity of California system said it had 
suspended all non-essential travel to 
China due to the outbreak, a decision 
that could sharply affect its 10 cam- 
puses, all of which regularly send 
scholars and students to that coun- 
try. 

The decision could particularly 
pinch UC San Diego, whose faculty is 
heavily involved in China with every- 
thing from medical research to teach- 
ing. 

UCSD also is home to more than 
5,600 Chinese students, the largest 
number in the UC system. 

China counted 9,692 confirmed 
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BD As - Suspected San Diego 
coronavirus case tests negative. 


LOCAL 


OFFICERS ARE 
CLEARED BY DA 


Ø B1- The district attorney 
has cleared police officers in 
their handling of two men who 
died after being arrested and 
an officer who shot a murder 
suspect in Old Town. 


BUSINESS 


SAINT ARCHER 
AD IN BIG GAME 


Ø c1- America will be 
introduced to San Diego's Saint 
Archer Brewing via a TV spot 
during the Super Bowl. Just 
don't call it a “Super Bowl ad.” 


~~ HOWARD LIPIN UT 
Kenneth Burnett sits in his San Diego living room amid his children’s toys 
and supplies in case he gets word his family may be evacuated. 


SAN DIEGO WOMAN, KIDS STUCK 
IN CHINA BECAUSE OF OUTBREAK 


BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


San Diego resident Yanjun Wei traveled with 
her two small children to the city of Wuhan to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year with her par- 
ents. 

Now the family is holed up in a high-rise 
apartment building in the megalopolis, be- 
lieved to be ground zero of the deadly co- 
ronavirus outbreak that’s killed more than 200 
people and sickened thousands. 


Rowan, 3, and 


Mia Burnett, Over the last week, the Chinese government 
1, and their has put the urban area’s 11 million people under 
mother, Yan- an unprecedented quarantine. Commercial 
jun Wei, are flights, public transportation and even major 
in Wuhan, roads have been shut down, leaving the usually 
China. SEE STUCK • A8 


Asylum seekers who are part of the Trump administration’s 
“Remain in Mexico” program arrive in downtown San Diego 
where their cases for asylum will be heard in court. 


Trump administration 
policy has transformed 
U.S. asylum system 

BY KATE MORRISSEY 


PRESIDENTIAL 
IMPEACHMENT 


EFFORT 

TO CALL 
WITNESSES 
APPEARS 
THWARTED 


Senate Republicans expected 
to quickly acquit president 
BY NICHOLAS FANDOS & EMILY COCHRANE 


WASHINGTON 

Sen. Lamar Alexander said late Thursday 
that although he believed that Democrats had 
proved their case that President Donald 
Trump acted “inappropriately” in his dealings 
with Ukraine, he did not think the president’s 
actions were impeachable and would vote 
against considering new evidence in the im- 
peachment trial. 

Alexander’s statement was a strong indica- 
tion that Republicans have lined up the votes 
to block a call for more witnesses and docu- 
ments in a crucial vote today and press toward 
a quick acquittal in the third presidential im- 
peachment trial in history. His opposition was 
a significant victory for the White House and 
Republican leaders. 

“The question then is not whether the pres- 
ident did it, but whether the U.S. Senate or the 
American people should decide what to do 
about what he did,” the Tennessee Republican 
said in a late-night statement after the conclu- 
sion of a second marathon day of questioning 
by senators. “I believe that the Constitution 
provides that the people should make that de- 
cision in the presidential election that beginsin 
Iowa on Monday.” 

In announcing his stance, Alexander effec- 
tively conceded that the president had en- 
gaged in a corrupt effort to leverage taxpayer 
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WALL ALONG 
BORDER LIKELY 
TO FEATURE 
SERIES OF 
STORM GATES 


Risks posed by flooding require 
barriers be left open for months 
BY NICK MIROFF 


NACO, Ariz. 

President Donald Trump’s border barri- 
er likely will require the installation of hun- 
dreds of storm gates to prevent flash floods 
from undermining or knocking it over, gates 
that must be left open for months every sum- 
mer during “monsoon season” in the desert, 
according to U.S. border officials, agents and 
engineers familiar with the plans. 

The open, unmanned gates in remote 
areas already have allowed for the easy entry 
of smugglers and migrants into the United 
States. 

At locations along the U.S. southern bor- 
der where such gates already are in opera- 
tion, Border Patrol agents must manually 
raise them every year before the arrival ofthe 
summer thunderstorms that convert river- 
beds into raging torrents that carry massive 
amounts of water and debris, including sedi- 
ment, rocks, tree limbs and vegetation. The 
new wall, which features 30-foot 

SEE BORDER « A7 


ONE YEAR OF CHANGE 
WITH “REMAIN IN MEXICO’ 


with asylum seekers have 
watched with horror, worried 
that the potential for protection 
in the U.S. has disappeared for 
thousands of people. 

The beginning of those 
changes, known officially as Mi- 
grant Protection Protocols, or 


Overthe past year,the Trump MPP, was the first major asylum- 
administration has dramatically related policy that the adminis- 
changed the way the asylum sys- tration managed to implement 
tem processes many ofthe peo- despite legal challenges in fed- 
ple coming to the southwest bor- eral court. The program, more 
der to seek protection. 

The administration has her- Mexico,” requires asylum seekers 


widely known as “Remain in 


NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T  alded those changes as a victory to wait in Mexico for their immi- 


for border security, touting re- gration court casesin the U.S. 
duced numbers of arriving mi- 
grants, while people who work 


It started a year ago Wednes- 
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